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"Let's get a little action going" 
Tech Forum/Swap NET 
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Emergency NET is 146.43 Simolex 7:P.M. . 

then QSY to 7.735 after roll call Thurs. Rick Barber WB6EZ1 to 
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very Nig =/- M. | | 
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NCN/VHF 145.41 MHZ WAGEUZ/R 7:30 P.M. 
CCRA NET Mon. 7:35 P.M. 147.735 | IS 

The Rocky Ridge Repeater Group of the | > 


MDARC meets every two months to welcome new 
members and refresh ideas with old. 
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MDARC General Meeting 


MDARC 1984 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
This years Christmas party was held at 


the Concord Elks club on Sunday, December . 


9, 1984. Approximately 55 club members 
attended this years party. The festivities 
included an electronic keyboard solo by 
Guy Corynen (WD6G) and a magic act by Mac 
King (WB6EKT). The entertainers were 
fantastic. The Master of Ceremonies, Joe 
Campbell (KD6DY), kept the program going 
at-a lively pace. After a nice chicken 
dinner, Santa arrived to visit the kiddies 
and pass out the presents. 


The guest speaker of the evening, Dennis: 


McCormac, President of the Board of 


Trustees of the Mt. Diablo School District, : 


made a few remarks to the group. The 
incoming board was then presented to the 
assembly by the outgoing Vice-President 
of the club, Joe Gregory (WD6DQN), and 
was then sworn in by Mr. McCormac. Rick 
Barber (WB6EZI), the incoming President of 
the club, made a few remarks and 
introduced the new officers of the club for 
the coming year. They are; Scott Miles 
(WB6PQM) Vice-President, Dee Barber 
(N6EJU) Secretary, and Mary Bradshaw 
(N6KLM) Treasurer. The two Board 
Members, Jay Caldis (KT6Y) and Bob Dahl 
(KA6LSL), were not in attendance. Rick 
introduced other members of the new 
administration. They included Guy 
Corynen, Harry Styron, Jim House, Vicki 
Zumwalt, Bill VanVoorhis, and Ron Miller 

Don Bertrand (N6EEQ) presented awards to 
many deserving club members. The Kilroy 
award was won by Larry Kaye (W6CPO) and 
the Ham of the Year was Guy Corynen 
(WD6G). Joe Campbell then presented the 


club with a donation from the Walnut | 


Festival and thanked the club for the many 
efforts of the past year. Four super 
prizes, three gift certificates from the 
Base Station and a 220 rig donated by Ham 
Radio Outlet were presented. The winner 


of the new rig was Parky (K6IMV). 


® 


Contrary to rumors which started floating 
immediately, the “Parky Net" will still be 
held on 75 meters. 

suffice to say that a great time was had 
by all. The very congenial setting provided 
by the Concord Elks Club proved to be more 
than adequate for the gathering. Our 
thanks to Dick Blount, Dolph Siri and the 
rest of the Elks crew which did so much to 
make this a memorable evening. 


MDARC BOARD MEETING 


December 10, 1984 — 
Gigatronics Bldg., Pleasant Hill, Ca 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 


(outgoing board). _ ss 
Harry Styron .  (KOMFV) .. 
Joe Gregory __—s- (WA6DQN) 
LarryKaye = (W6CPO) 
(incoming board) 

Rick Barber (WB6EZI) 
ocott Miles (WB6PQM) 
Dee Barber (NGEJU) 
Mary Bradshaw (N6KLM) 
MEMBERS PRESENT: = 
Jim House (KA6I VF) 
Guy Corynen (WD6G6) 


The meeting was called to order at 8:15 
p.m. by outgoing President Harry Styron. 
First order of business was to hand over. to 
the new board all documents and materials 
held in keeping by the outgoing board. A 
discussion of last years budget took place 
and a budget for the 1985 year was 
formulated by the incoming board. The 
new budget was approved by all members 
present. 

MMSP that Florence Lortsher be made an 


honorary member of MDARC in appreciation 


for her unselfish dedication to the club and 
in memory of our beloved Doug (W6KLM). 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Dee Barber (N6EJU) 
secretary 


A MESSAGE FROM THE NEW PRESIDENT 


| would first like to thank everyone who 
voted, not just for me, but for all members 
of the incoming board. This is a board of 
people who have volunteered to serve your 
needs and wishes. This is a board with a 
common purpose. We have dedicated 
ourselves to one prime objective, that of 
making this club the finest possible. This 
is a board with enthusiasm and spirit, and 
with vision. This is a board which will 
actively solicit the input from each and 
every member of this club. 

A good club is not run by a few people. 
Granted, the nucleus of any organization is 
a solid group with a united purpose. | am 
very fortunate in that the newly elected 
secretary of the club has been the 
secretary for many years and really 
"knows the ropes". She is very dedicated 
to this club, very capable, and recently 
became my wife. Most of you know Dee and 
of her devotion to this club. The other 
members of your new board are just as 
dedicated. 

We now have that essential nucleus. What 
your leadership now needs is input from 
each and every one of the members of this 
club. We have some good ideas for the 
enrichment of the MDARC. We have some 
excellent guest speakers planned who will 
present to our club a cross section of the 
myriad of interests of the members. The 
guest speakers which we hope to have will 
enlighten you, test your — thinking, 
encourage you, and most of all, rededicate 
you to the principal goal of Amateur Radio, 
service to the community. 

With alot of luck and some arm-twisting, 
an old acquaintance of mine, Barry 
Goldwater (AU H20), will be one of the 
guest speakers. With all the problems 
associated with assuming the duties as 


your new President, | have not had time as 
yet to contact Barry, but | will be doing so 


in the very near future. | can only hope 
that he will be able to fit an appearance 
before our club into his busy schedule. 


® 


otay tuned for further details. 


Our board has been doing some “blue 
skying’ and we have come up with many 
events which are guarenteed to stimulate 
the interests of most of you. Many 
interesting tours, events, and projects are 
planned. We do not expect everyone to 
participate in all the events. What we do 
hope for is that all of you will give us a 
chance. We sincerely want to reestablish 
this club into the forefront of the amateur 


radio community. Rick Barber (WB6EZ!) 
JOIN US... 3141 Milner Ra. 
Antioch, CA 94509 
(415) 754-1610 


THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER 


The Last Hurrah 

T should be the first to admit that this 
year has not been everything I would have 
liked. Much that could have been ac- 
complished was left for another time and 
the leadership of someone else. 

The club seems tome to be ina period of 
transition of leadership. We have lost 
some members whose contributions to the 
club have been of first rank - Doug 
Lortsher, W6KLM, and Dick Webster, 
WA60JT, come quickly to mind. And, we 
seem to be slower than has been the case in 
the past to bring in younger people. The 
computer revolution may have something to 
do with this, but I think that we could do 
more to reach down into the Jr. High School 
ranks, where I got my start. 

The new slate of officers is a very 
good one, combining a wide range of 
elements of the club. TI could only wish 
that I had had the energy and experience of 
someone like -EJU this year. [I look 
forward to, and intend to participate in 
their team, tomake 1985thebest year ever. 

I would particularly like to thank "a 
few good men" who made the thing work for 
me. First among equals, Joe Gregory, 
WA6DQN, who put together the most diverse 
and interesting set of programs I can 
remember —- Guy Corynen, KA6BS, educator, 
RFI scholar, coordinator of southern 
emergencies — Chancelor of the Exchequer 
Larry Kaye, W6CPO, whom even Parky 
wouldn’t audit - Hank Berriman, W6ZHY, 
coordinator of club emergencies - Betty 
Lou Hollidge, KB6UX, who kept public 
service on track — my oft times ex tempore 
recording secretary, Bill Holmes, K6DUV - 
and too many others - thank you all. 


Harry Styron, K6MFV 


Annual Field Day-Mt. Ls No 
EXAMINATION PROGRAM (YEP) — EXAMINATION 
SCHEDULE FOR 1985. 

CODE 
iC (20 WPM EXTRA CLASS) 


i | WRITTEN 
MDARC FIELD DAY TEAM FIRST IN CA. | 3 (GENERAL, TECHNICIAND 


& 8th NATIONWIDE! ! 


DATES 
FEB. 1, MAY 3, AUG. 2, NOY. 1 
TIME 
6-9PM 
HOLGCSOHSESE 
WRITTEN 
by Guy Corynen, WD6G 44 (ADVANCED) 
DATES 
FEB. 2, MAY 4, AUG. 3, NOY. 2 


The continued efforts of the 
W6CX Field Day team paid off June of 


this year! The team accumulated 2196 UME 

QSO's and an overall point count of | 104M TO 12:00 PM 
6760 points using only 15 operators ececeeeese 

and 5 portable stations (class 5A). WRITTEN 
The.team’s. points included credit for | 4B (EXTRA) 
public relations work, satellite QSO's | DATES 
emergency communications and welfare FEB. 2, MAY 4, AUG. 3, NOY. 2 


traffic, TIME 
Many competing stations had many i — 
more operators than we had in the 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM 


same 5A class. MDARC still managed GENERAL INFORMATION 
to come in first in 6-land and 8th 
nationwide. All other field day teams EXAM LOCATION-College Park High School (wing H #5,6) 
that beat us had between 35 and 83 20 1¥iking Drive 
operators!! Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
This demonstrates,beyond a doubt 
that the club as a whole cannot in the | EXAM CONTACT- Guy C. Corynen KEGBS 
future allow only a few hams to do all | 2543 Dos Rios Drive 
the work on Field Day. Just think what San Ramon. CA 94583 
our score might have been if every [415] 837-3080 (SF) 


club member actively participated in 
the Field Day effort. 


As Fivld Day CHairman for 1984, I | eALTERNATE: = Jay Caldis KT6U 

would like to thank all the operators : [415] 939-1893 

and members of the W6CX team for their | 

dedication to a very special Field Day. | @ALTERNATE 

Competing and socializing went hand in |  TEAMCONTACT: Jim Snell KE6RY 

hand to make us all winners. Lets do | 

even better next year!! | CRITICAL TIMES-eFCC form 610 (new version) is due at 

contacts address at least 35 days in 

Guy WD6G (ex-KE6BS) advance of the session applied for. 


eClassroom doors will be closed exactly 
at start of sessions. No late comers 
admitted. 


OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
AT EXAM TIME- e¥alid drivers license, passport, or 


birth certificate. 

eQriginal Amateur license- no copies 
e(iriginel code or theory credit 
certificate (e.g. Interim FCC permit) 
eNo programmable calculators. 


RACES/ARES 


First and last......... first let me offer congratulations 
to our 1965 elected officers of the MDARC and to Guy, 
KE6BS our new Emergency Coordinator. Their new input 
and guidance is sure to carry our club to even greater 
recognition in the Amateur Radio Communinty. 

The past year has been most interesting for me as | 
have been close to a very hard-working gang of Harns in 
the Contra Coste County RACES/ARES. The development 
and production of the Emergency Communications Manual 
for operators is outstanding in this groups 
accomplishments and the standardized message form for 
use in County emer- gencies is more than efficient, it's 
beautiful! Assignment of operators to various sites is 
continuing, and now we will periodically activate those 
sites on our Thursday night schedules. While the group 
of participating operators is growing, there is always 
room for .... YOU! East County, West County, South and 
Central, we need every one of you. 

And now, lastly, let me mention this... to 
participate, one doesn’t have to have a 2 meter hand-held 
or 220 MHZ gear. In our last Simulated Emergency we 
proved the value of the HF gear once again. VHF and UHF 
simplex is so versatile and easy to use, it is vital to most 
emergencies, but there are instances where it doesn't 
make it. HF can cover not only those places where ¥HF 
cant, but this entire county for local emergencies. 
especially HF mobil units. Of course we are all aware of 
the state and nationwide coverage. The point | am trying 
to get across is; those of you who do not have VHF 
equipment can still put your HF gear to work in our 
emergency program. So, come on, you can “earn your 
wings” too. Our emergency group will welcome you. 


# 


Hank. 


Ham Radio Outiet 


HAM RADIO OUTLET in Oakland is 
looking for FULL/PART TIME SALESPEOPLE. 
Must have an Amateur License and sales 
experience. Drop by the store or send 
a resume to Greg Gumbel, Manager, Ham 
Radto Outlet, 2811 Telegraph Ave., 
Oakland, Ca. 94609, Tel. 415-451-5757. 


(Greg, N6PO, needs to fill these 
Slots at the Oakland store ASAP.Apply 


now! ) 


999 Howard Ave. 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
(415) 342-5757 


28il Telegraph Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
(415) 451-5757 
Hours: 10 AM to 5:30 PM Monday—Saturday 


KENWOOD 
BIG VALUE 
COMBINATION 


NEW 


KENWOOD TW-4000A 
FM "DUAL BANDER" 
2M and 70cm in a 
Single package! 


BUY A TW-4000A for 
$599.95 


and select TWO of the 
following items absolutely free! 


1)VS-1 Voice Synthesizer 
$39.95 value 


2)TU-4C sub audible tone gener- 
ator 


$39.95 value 


3)MA-4000 Duo-band Mobile 
Antenna 
$44.95 value 


YAESU FT-209 RH ICOM SPECIAL 
5 WATT HANDHELD far ce. sae 
NOW $314.95 NOW $569.95 


OUR ONLY BUSINESS IS HAM RADIO! 


HAM RADIO. OUTLET STORES 
. HAVE THE LARGEST 

AMATEUR RADIO INVENTORY 
IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


VOLUNTEER EXAMINATION PROGRAM 
PART II 


"The success of the Volunteer Examin- 
| ers program depends on all the members 
| of MDARC." 


Guy Corynen, WD6G 
Most Volunteer Examination Pro- 
grams (VEP's) will be sponsored by 


organizations such as hamfest associ- 
ations, convention groups, and various 


Amateur Radio clubs. The MDARC is a 
sponsor for a.#$VEP. 

Several duties are involved in 
sponsorship, and only MDARC members 
can discharge these duties. Specif- 
ically, the following important non- 
teaching functions must be performed 
by the membership and do not require 
Volunteer Examiner accreditation: 

1) Renting of a hall or rooms in 
which to hold the exams. We already 
have classrooms where we teach the 
courses, but we need RENT-FREE 
locations for the exams. This will 
Save the club money. Help in this 


area is needed and is most important. 


2) Writing and distributing news 
releases for area club newsletters, 
newspaper features, and broadcast 
stations. 


3) Announcing the upcoming exams 
on area repeaters and traffic Nets. 


4) Composing and distributing pro- 


motional posters to area schools and 


electronics-related businesses so non 


Hams might be informed. 


5) Operating a talk-in-station 


before the exam on various repeaters. 


6) Provide radio-equipped helpers 
to assist persons at the examination 
site and provide a limited level of 
security against theft in parking 
areas. 


7) Setting up a hospitality table 
with refreshments and reading mater- 
ials for Hams and for the non-Hams 
who are waiting for candidates to 
complete the examination. 

8) Setting up the exam room 
before the test and cleaning up 
afterwards. 

9) Providing Hosts and Hostesses 
who can direct candidates and guests 
to exam rooms, waiting areas,phones, 
restrooms etc. 


We need help for each of these 


: (HE BASE STATION |; 


YOUR CONTRA COSTA HAM HEADQUARTERS 
NOW CARRYING 


YAESU PRODUCTS 
AT 


VERY COMPETITIVE 


PRICES 


CALIFORNIA'S NEWEST AUTHORIZED 
YAESU DEALERSHIP 


_ . The Base Station 
2101 Pacheco St. Concord, CA 94520 


(415) 685-7388 


Public Service 


CALENDAR 1985 


APRIL 
Run For Daylight, American Cancer Soc., Alamo 
Mt. Diablo Trail Ride 
March Of Dimes Walk America, Concord 


MAY 
Human Race, Yolunteer Bureau CCC, Lafayette 
Reservoir 
Devil Mtn. Run, Childrens’ Hospital 
Diablo Endurance Ride 
Pleasant Hill Community Fiesta 


JUNE 
Clayton Yalley Run, We Care Day Center 
Ride For Research, Danville Jr. Horsemen 
Clayton 4th of July Parade 


SEPTEMBER 
Labor Day Trail Ride 
Walnut Festival Parade 
Walnut Festival Booth 


functions immediately. Volunteer 
NOW by calling WD6G (ex-KE6BS), | 
Guy Corynen at 837-3080. If you don't T 


volunteer who will? Sign up!! Battle Of The Bends, Concord 


Guy | (6) 


Walnut Festival Run 


ake 


TECHNICAL CORNER 


DE-REGULATE AND SAVE $$ 


With the multitude of low power VHF 
and UHF mobile radios in use today the re- 
quirement for 12 VDC power hinders their 
use in the shack away from the car or van. 
For a considerable outlay of cash you could 
buy one of the AC operated 12V supplies 
offered by the various manufactures or you 
could build your own for a lot less. 

The point I wish to bring out here is 
that 1% or even 10% regulation is not re- 
quired. A look in the operation manual for 
your rig may show that some sort of opera- 
tion can be realized with a low of some 
10-11 VDC up to a max. of some 15-16 VDC. 

In my station I run a TR7400A using 
three 7815 regulator IC's. Each one can 
supply 15 VDC at over one amp. of current. 
With a small resistor, say one ohm, placed 
in the output of each for current balance 
this makes a good. supply for this rig. The 
7400 will draw some one amp. on receive 
and some four amps. on transmit, at four 
watts.RF output power. My VOM does not 
have a current scale to measure the four 
amps so I used a RF ammeter that I have 
(7 amps full scale). This is a thermocouple 
type meter and measures DC current very 
well. The voltage at the input of the 
7400 varies from just over 14VDC on receive 
to just over 13 VDC on transmit. With this 
type of quasi-parallel circuit we can 
gain the current capability of two or more 
IC's while retaining the thermal shutdown 
and short circuit protection afforded by 
this type of regulator I C. 

With this as with all other low voltage 
supplies that power equipment worth a few 
hundred $$ on over-voltage crowbar is re- 
commended. I have seen, however, schemat- 
ics that have a SCR at the output of the 
supply with a fuse at the input. With 
this sort of configuration the current 
that the SCR will draw, and this may be 
many tens of amps., will have to pass thr- 
ough the regulating device (pass transis- 
tor, IC regulator, etc.) and this in it- 
self could damage that device. | 

A circuit that I can recommend is to 
place a fuse between the filter capa- 
citor and the regulating device with the 
SCR on the load side of the fuse. Now, 
when an over voltage condition at the out- 
put turns on the SCR, the capacitor will 
Start to discharge via the fuse and the 
SCR. This way the fuse can open and dis- 
connect the load from the voltage source 
without the potential of the crowbar it- 
self damaging the regulating device due to 
a high current surge. A diode should also 
be placed across the regulating circuit, 


anode connected to the regulator out- 
put and cathode connected to the load side 


of the fuse. This diode will 


discharge 


any decoupling or filtering capacitors at 
the regulator output or in the external 


load when the SCR turns on. 


Other parts of the circuit should be 


‘fused as is prudent or required. 


#3 Jim  WA2CEP 
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Getting out a paper is no picnic 
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Now , 


we print jokes, people say we are silly; 
we don't. they say we are too ser 10us. 
we clip things from other magazines, we 
are too lazy to write them ourselves; 
we don't, we are too fond of our own stuff. 
we den't print cohtributions, we don't 
appreciate true genius, 
we do print them, Te pore 1s TiN mith 
junk 
we make a cienacw in the osblieie Fer ipw S 
write-up, we are too critical. 
we don't we are asleep. 
like as not, someone will say we 
stole this from some other magazine. 

WE DED.” 


Thanks to "The Communicator" 
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To Everyone who worked on the public service events this 
year - many thanks for ¢ great job. 
Merry Christmas to all. 
Betty Lou, KB6UX 


